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T O T H E 

READER- 

T HIS Letter mufi have 
J?een written , , as plainly 
appears , about the middle or lat- 
ter end of lafi Summer ; and in 
, all probability was dejignd to be 
% ft private. But tho it came 
afterwards to be feen abroad in 
feveral Hands , the Printer cond 
not obtain his Copy till very late- 
ly y or you had had it more in 
feafon. 
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j O^f, ypu are return’d to 

and before the 
Seafon comes that r muft 


J i J . * 1 1 


•?. > en g?g« y° u wei s h - 

tier Matters of State ; if ypu care 
to be entertain -d a while with a fort 

i * ^ -L ■ .■ • . ■ ! I , v i » * 1 

of idle Thoughts, that pretend only 
to Amufement, . and have no rela- 
tion to Bunnefs or Affairs, you may 

i , » . • ( ^ * ^ J J 

caff yourjiye on what follows 3 and 

if 
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if there be any thing inviting, you 
may read it at your leifure. 

I T has been an eltabliflf d Cuf- 
tom for Poets, at the entrance of 
their tyf ork' to T addrels theififeljpes 
to fome AJufe : and this Practice 
of the Antients has gain’d fo much 
Repute, that in our days we find 
it almoft conftantly imitated. I 
cannot but fancy however, that this 
Imitation, which pafles fo currently 
with other Judgments*' mull 1 at 
lome time or other, .have ,ftuck, r a 
little witH your Lordfliip 5 who is 
us’d to famine Things; by a fetter 
' Standard 4 ! than that v of Fafhion or 
the (Commbn : TafteB 11 ' You , r muft 
•certainly' have. ' obferv’d our Poets 
under a remarkable Gonftraint, when 
oblig’d toi aiTume this Character': 



* 


concerning 


EnTHUS I ASM. 



fhou’d be To fpiritlefs and aukard 
in a Modern. But as to this Doubt, 
your Lordfhip wou’d foon refolve 
your felf : and it wou’d only ferve 
to bring a-crofs you a Reflection 
which you have often made, on 
many occaflons beftdes j That Truth 
is ' the moft powerful thing in * the World , 
fince even FiCtion it Felf muft be 
govern’d by it, and can only pleafe 
by its . refemblance. The Appea- 
rance ■ of Reality is neceflfary to 
make any Paflion agreeably repre- 
fented : and to be able to move 
others, we muft firft be mov’d our 
felves, or at leaft feem to be fa; 
on fome probable Grounds. Now 
what ; poflibility is there that a 
, Modem, who is known never to 
have worfhip’d Apollo, or own’d 
any fuch Deity as the Mufes, fhou d 
perfuade us to . enter into his pre- 
tended Devotion, and move us by 
his feign’d Zeal in a Religion out 
, I h :/ of 
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of date l But . as for the An’tients, 
tis knowri they deriv'd : both their 
Religion and Polity from the Mufes 
Art. How natural : therefore! muft 
it have appear'd iniany, butfrfpe- 
cially a Poet of .thofe times, fro 
addrefs himfelf in Raptures . of De- 
votion to thofe acknowledg’d \Pa^ 
tronefles of Wit and Science > Here 
the Poet might . with probability 
feign an Extaly,. tho he really felt 
none : and fuppoling .it to -have 
been mere Affectation, frr. wou’d 
look • however like fomething .■ na- 
tural, and cou'd not fail of pleafing*- 


Vf 


i ^ m. 


BUT perhaps, my Lord, there 
was a. further My fiery in the cafe. 
Men, your Lordfhip. knowsj are 
wonderfully happy in: a Faculty of 
deceiving themfelves, whenever they 
fet heartily ; about it*; and a very 
fmalL Foundation of anyi fratiioft 
will -ferve us, not ’only* 

well. 
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* 

well, but even to work our felves 
into it beyond our own reach. 
Thus by a little Affe&ation in 
Love-Matters, and with the help 
of a Romance or Novel, a Boy of 
Fifteen, or a grave Man of Fifty, 
may be fure to grow a very na- 
tural Coxcomb,- and feel the 'Belle 
BaJJion in good earned:. A Man of 
tolerable Good-Nature, who hap- 
pens to be a little piqu’d, may, by 
improving his Refentment, become 
a very Fury for Revenge. Even 
a good Chriftian, who wou’d needs 
be over-good, and thinks he can 
never believe enough, may, by a 
fmall Inclination well improv’d, 
extend his Faith fo largely, as to 
comprehend in it not only all 
Scriptural and Traditional Miracles, 
but a folid Syftem of old Wives 
Storys. Were it needful, I cou’d 
put y our Lordfhip in mind of an 
Eminent, Learned, and truly Chrif- 

• U tian 
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tian Prelate you once knew, who 
con’d have given you a .full ac- 
count of his Belief in Fairys. But 
. we Chriftians, who have fuch ample 
Faith our felves, will allow nothing 
to poor Heathens. They muff be 
Infidels in every fenfe. \$e will 
not allow ’em to believe fo much 
as their own Religion 3 which we 
cry is too abfurd to have been cre- 
dited by any befides the 'mere Vul- | 
gar. But if a Reverend Chriftian , 
Prelate may be fo great a Volun- 
teer in Faith, as beyond the ordi- ; 
nary Prefcription of the Cathojick 
Church, to believe in Fairys $ why 
may not a Heathen Poet in the 
‘ordinary way of his Religion be 
allow’d to believe in Mufes ? For 
thefe, your Lordfhip knows, were 
fo many Divine Perfons in the 
Heathen Creed, and were effential 
in their Syftem of Theology. The 
Goddeffes had their Temples and 

Worfhip 
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• « 

- Worfbip the fame as the other 
Deitys : And to disbelieve the Holy 
' Nine, or their Apollo , was the fame 
as to deny JoVe himfelf, and muft 
have been efteem’d equally Profane 
and Atheiftical by the generality of 
fober Men. Now what a mighty 
advantage muft it have been to an 
antient Poet to be thus Orthodox, 
and by the help of his Education, 
and a Good-Will into the bargain, 
to work himfelf up to a Belief of 
a Divine Prefence and Heavenly 
Infpiration ? It was never Purely 
the Bufinefs of Poets in thofe 
days to call Revelation in queftion, 
when it made fo well for their Art. 
On the contrary, they cou’d not 
fail to animate their Faith as much 
as poffible ; when by one ftrong 
Ad: of it, they coud raife them- 
felves into fuch Angelical Company. 
How much the Imagination of 

fuch a Prefence • muft exalt a Gc- 

«. * , * *• ' ♦ * ** •» 

. B z nius. 
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nius, we may obferve merely from ' 
the Influence which an ordinary 
Prefence has over Men. Our mo- 
dern Wits are more or lefs rais’d 
by the Opinion they have of their 
Company, and the Idea they form 

to themfelves of the Perions to 

* 

whom they make their Addrefles. 
A common A<5tor of the Stage will 
tell us how much a full Audience 
of the Better Sort exalts him above 
the common pitch. And you, my 
Lord, who are the noblefl: A&or, 
and of the noblefl: Part aflign’d to 
any Mortal on this earthly Stage, 
when you are ailing for Liberty 
and Mankind 5 does not the pub- 
lick Prefence, that of your friends, 
and the Well-wifhers to your C.aule, 
add fomething to your Thought 
and Genius ? Or is that Sublime of 
Reafon, and that Power of Elo- 
quence, which you dilbover in pub- 
lick, no more than what you are 

equally 
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equally Matter of in private, and 
can command at any time, alone, 
or with indifferent Company, or in 
any eafy or cool hour ? This in- 
deed were more Godlike 3 but or- 
dinary Humanity, I think, reaches 
not fo high. For my own part, I 
am fure I have fo much need of 
Tome confiderable Prefence or Com- 
pany to raife my Thoughts on any 
occafion, that when alone, I mutt 
endeavour by Strength of Fancy to 
Tup ply this want 3 and in default of 
a Mufe, mutt feek out fome great 
Man of a more than ordinary Ge- 
nius, whofe imagin’d Prefence may 
infpire me with more than what I 
-feel at ordinary hours. And thus, 
my Lord, have I chofen to addrefs 
my felf to your Lordfhip 5 tho 
without fubfcribing my Name : 
allowing you, as a Stranger, the full 
Liberty of reading no more than 
what you may have a fancy for : 

But 
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But referving. to- my felf the privi- 
lege of imagining you read all, 
with particular notice, as a Friend, 
and one whom I may jullifiably 
treat with the Intimacy and Freedom 
which follows. 

I F the knowing well how to 
expofe any Infirmity or Vice were 
but a fufficient Security for the Ver- 
tue which is contrary, how excel- 
lent an Age might we be prefunid 
to live in 1 Never was there in our 
Nation a time known, when Folly 
and Extravagance of every kind was 
more fharply infpedfed, or wittily 
ridiciiFd. And one might hope at 
leaf! from this good Symptom that 
our Age was in no declining State, 
fince whatever our Diftempers are, 
we Hand fo well affedfed to our 
Remedys. To bear the being told 
of Faults, is in private Perfons the 
bell token of Amendment. Tis 

feldom 
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feldom that. a Publick is thus dis- 
pos’d. For where Jealoufy of State, 
or the ill Lives of the Great People, 
or any other Caufe is powerful 
enough to reftrain the Freedom of 

. . / / . ♦ /Y* 

Cenfure in any part, it in effed: 
deftroys the Benefit of it in the 
whole. There can be no impartial 

and free Cenfure of Manners where 

» 

any peculiar , Cuftom or National 
Opinion is fet apart, and not only 
exempted from Ciiticifm, but even 
flatter’d with the highefl: Art. ■ ’Tis 
only in a free Nation, fuch as ours, 
that Impofture has no Privilege 3 
and that neither- the Credit of a 
Court, the Power of a Nobility, 
nor the Awfulnefs ‘ of a Church can 
give her Protedion, or hinder her 
from being arraign’d in every Shape 
and Appearance. Tis true, this 
Liberty may . feem to run too far. 
We may be faid to make ill ufe of 
it. But who fihall be the Judg ? 
" : What 
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What Remedy fhall we prefcribe 
to this in general ? Can there be 
a better than from that Liberty it 
felf which is complain’d of ? If 
Men reafon ill, it is Reafon Hill 
mull teach ’em to do better. Juft- 
nefs of Thought and Stile, Refine- 
ment in Manners, good Breeding, 
and Politenefs of every kind can 
come only from the T rial and Ex- 
perience of what is beft. Let but 
the Search go freely on, and the 
right Meafure of every thing will 
foon be found. Whatever Humour 
has 'got the ftart, if it be unnatural, 
it cannot hold 3 and the Ridicule, 
if ill plac’d at firft, will fall at laft 
where it deferves. 

I HAVE often wonder’d to fee 
Men of Senfe fo mightily alarm’d 
at the approach of any thing like 
Ridicule on certain. Subje&s 3 as if 
they miftrufted their own Judgments. 

For 
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For „what Ridicule can - lie againft 
Real on. ? ( 'prf ; how. can, any., one . of 
the Jeaft. Juftnefs of .Thought endure 
a Ridicule \vr on g, plac'd E [Nothing 
is, ; more. ^ridiculous '.than- this .it felt. 

* I i * ^ 4 v / ( * j j yi W J ‘ # . | * * 

The . Vulgar,.: indeed, '}may fwallow 
any fajid Jeft, any, m^re, Drollery 
or Buffoonery : : r but,.,it .muff, be. a 

’ * * , L J J i * , . N> ■„ * J • * „ V 

finer 0 and truer. .Wit: that takes with 
the -Men .of , Senigi -and Breeding. 
I~ comes 1 1 s tPo ;• pafs; . then,: • that 
'« arc : fuch ‘in reafonmg, 

and .ajfp. ‘fo af^aj^ tfc ftand ; d^e v T e if 

of ♦■4r , " r , i , i ' j *,; |<P Lfey. We* 

the #utye#s r? af £ £90. .grave-ty 


t — r 


Perhapj fofi but.^us ; (ee,firft ; whe- 
ther .they are ; really.] grave, pp no : 
J^ r 1 B die : planner, we ^may conceive 
em, they may ;pera ; dventure be. very 
graye and w4ighty n r in vour 0 Imagi- 
nations 5 sibut-Jiy^yy^ rfd i'culous r; and 
i^per^n^n h? y^fHcl own ; mature. 
Sftv'ity i|S gI pfi jAe^e®; Uftncfj.pf 
TOffiftfite.. ',;lfo^F s tffift only rflwte 


f * 

‘I l/l f 
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us to miftake other Things, ' but is 
apt perpetually almoft ; to miftake 
it felr. For in common Behaviour* 
how hard a thing is it fat the grave 
Gharader to keep ; long out of the 
limits of the 'formal one?" We can 
never be too grave, if- we 1 can but 
beTiire we are really fo : and we 
can never too j much honour or re- 
vere any thing foi* grave • if we are 
fure the Thing i is grave, as We ap* 
1_ J r ^ - ; maiti Point is to 

Gravity -from j the 
falfe %nd this can only be,' by car* 
rying the’ Rhle ( conftkntly ^ith us, 
and 7 fteely : applying ; it ri6t only to 
the 1 Things ! !ibdut J us, : but 46 oiir 
felveS/ J For- ^f v #e lofe the ttiealure 
in our 1 lelves, we Ihiall 1 loon lole 

* • # ‘ t 

it * in 1 1 every tl thing ' belides. NoW 
what ; Rule : ef Meafure is there in 
the ; W orld,° bi!t*by oonfidering ;the 
teal Terhper r 6f ^Things; to • hnd 
which are- truly : ferious, 



ridi- 
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ridiculous ? And how can this be 
done* but by applying the Ridi- 
cule, JEQ fee whether it will bear or 
no ? But if we fear to apply this 
Rule , in , any . thing, what Security 
can we have againft the Jmpofture 
of Formality in all things ? We 
haye tallow’d our felves to be For- 
malifts in one Point 5 and the fame 
Formality may rule us as it pleafes 
in ; all other. T is n ot in every Difi- 

pofition that we are, fit to judg of 
things. : We muft judg firft of our 
own [Temper, and accordingly of 
othef things that Fall under our 
Judgment. ' But we mull never more 
pretend tQ judg of things, or of 
our own Temper in judging them, 
wheu;;We : have given up our pre- 
liminary 'Right of Judgment, and 
under a •; Prefiimption . of Gravity, 
have allow’d our felves to be moft 
ridiculous, and to admire profound- 
ly- tfie. moft ridiculous Things in 

C 2 the 
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the World • at ' leaft for- ought we 
know. For - having; refolv’d never 
to try, 'we can never be -lUrd 


h r * * • 

I « \ “ 


• . ■ ' A ^idiculmt acri -- 


Fortim tnetiw '■ -magnM * plerwnque 
jfecat res. - v^'^ry-fo i . • 

Hor.Sat. 10. 


1 4 * i ^ K 


. i ~ 


t k * 

? * 5 » r 1 
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-This'! my Lord,--is/fo ttueya thing 
in it felf, and fo ! well known for 
Truth by’ -the cunning Formalifts of 
the Age, that they can better bear 
to have their Impoftures rail’d at, 

with all j the Bitternefs ;and Vehe- 
mence imaginable-, - ! - than- to - have 
them touch'd ever ilm gently' -in this 
other way. 'They ' know very well 
that as Modes * and •' Fafhions, -fo 
Opinions, tho . ever -fo ; ridiculous. 
• are' kept up by- •' Solemnity ana 
that thofe formal • Notions which 
grew up in an ill c Mood, c and have 

-been conceiv’d in fober Sadne^ are 
. » : ' • never 
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never to be remov’d but in a fober 
kind of Chearfulnefs, and by a 
more eafy: and pleafant way of 
Thought . 1 'There is a Melancholy 
which accompanys all Enthufiafm. 
Be it Love or Religion (for there 
are Enthufiafms in both) nothing 
can put a flop to the growing mil- 
chief of either, till the Melancholy 
be remov’d, and the Mind at li- 
berty to hear what can be faid a- 
gainft the Ridiculoufnefs of an Ex- 
treme in either way. - 

- < • • » . 

| 1 1 > ♦ I 

♦ - ' ^ - 4 - 

- IT was heretofore the Wifdom 
of fome wife Nations, to let Peo* 
pie be Fools as much as they pleas’d* 
and never to punilh ferioufly what 
deierv’d only to be laugh’d at, and 
was belt curd by that' innocent 
Remedy. There are certain Hu- 
mours in Mankind, which of necef- 
iity mult have .vent. ; The Human 
Mind; and j Body are both of ’em 
iis ' natu- 
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naturally fubje<5t to Commotions^ 
and as . there are ftrange Ferments 
in the Blood, which in many Bodys 
occalioman extraordinary discharge • 
fo in Reafon too, there are hetetor 
geneous Particles . which «- niuft be 
thrown off by Fermentation. Shoo’d 
Phyiicians endeavour abfolutely to 
allay thofe Ferments of : the Body, 
and ftrike in . the Humours . which 


difcover:diem£elve$ in fuch Erupr 
tions, they , might bid fair to rauc 
a Plague, and turn a Spring-Ague 
or an Autumn-Surfeit into an epide- 
mical malignant Fever. They rare 
certainly ;-as , ill Phyficians in ; the 
Body politick, who wou’d needs be 
tampering with thefe mental Erup- 
tions $ and under! the lpecious . prer 
tence of healing this!. htch of Supers 
llition, and laving Souls from the 
Contagion ‘ of . Enthuhafm, fhou d 
fet all ■ Nature . in .amjuproar,i and 
turn a few innocent C&bimcles into 


an 
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an Inflammation . and mortal Gan- 

« ' ; * « T : * r* - , . ' l * 

' ♦ * ■* > - ' * * * * ■ - > .» >) * ‘ ' 

V i’/r n 
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J WE read' jn V Hiftd.iT.; that 

when he accompany’d Bacchus ' in ah 
Expedition to the Indies, found means 
(!h ftrike a. Terror' thro a Hoft of Ene- 
my*, by the help of a Email Company 
whole Clamhrs he manag’d io good 
advantage among the ecchoitigRocks 
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The Story indeed gives a good Hint 
of the nature of this Paflion, which 
can hardly be without fome mix- 
ture of Enthufiafm, . and Horrors 

«. * v • ♦ + 

of a, fuperftitious kind. ». v 

% ' / 

i 1 * « * » i » t 

♦ * t ’ * 1 » • J 

W E may with good reafon, call 

every Paflion P* amici ^ which is rais’d, 
in a. Multitude,, and convey’d, by: 

f « v / i t. */ il C ' * * t w » \ » i // 

Aiped:, or >as it were by . Contad:, 
or Sympathy. -Thus popular Fury 
may be - call’d (P annick * when, the 
Rage of the People,: as . we have 
fometimes . known, has put them 

Cl • - > A y i, ^ 1 . - . -X • ■ » .» •* * * * 

beyond themfelves especially where 
Religion has had to do. And. in 
this ftate. their very Looks are. in- 

. <•« _ t .... 

fe&ious. The Fury flies from Face 
to Face and the Difeafe is no 
fooner feen than caught. Thofe 
who in a better Situation of Mind 
have feen a Multitude under the 
power of this Paflion, have own’d 
that they faw in the Countenances 

• 7 ' of 
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of Men fomething more ghaftly 
and terrible, than at other times is 
exprefs d on the moft paflionate 00 
cafions. Such force has Society in 
ill, as well as in good Paflions: 
and fo much flronger any Affe&ion 
is for being focial and communi- 
cative. 

' * 

# 

THUS, my Lord, there are 
many Yannicks in Mankind, befides 
merely that of Fear. And thus is 
Religion alfo Tannic!^ 3 when En- 
thufialm of any kind gets up 3 as 
oft, on melancholy occasions, it 
will do. For Vapors naturally rife 3 
and in bad times efpecially, when 
the Spirits of Men are low, as ei- 
ther in publick Calamitys, or du- 
ring the Unwholefomnefs of Air or 
Diet, .or when Convulfions happen 
in Nature, Storms, Earthquakes, or 
other amazing Prodigys : at this 
feafon the Tannic ^ mull needs run 

D high, 
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high, and the Magiftrate of necefc 
fity give way to it. For to apply a 
ferious Remedy, and to bring the 
Sword, or Fa/ces , as a Cure, muft 
make the Cafe more melancholy, 
and increafe the very Caufe of 
the Diftemper. To forbid Mens 
natural Fears, and to endeavour the 
overpowering them by other Fears, 
muft needs be a moft unnatural 
Method. The Magiftrate, „ if he 
be any Artift, fhoud have. a gentler 
hand 3 and inftead of Caufticks, In- 
cifions, and Amputations, fhoifd 
be ufing the fofteft Balms $ and 
with a kind Sympathy entering in- 
to the Concern of the People, and 
taking, as it were, their Paflion upon 
him, fhou’d, when he has footh’d 
and fatisfy’d it, endeavour, by chear- 
ful ways, to divert and heal it. 

/ 

THIS was antient Policy : and 
hence (as a notable Author of our. 

Nation 
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Nation exprefles it) it is necefiar-y a 
People fhou’d have a (publicly Leading 
in Religion. For to deny the Ma- 
giftrate a Worfhip, or take away a 
• National Church, ’ is as mere En- 
thufialm as the Notion ; which frits 
up Perfecution. For why fhou d 
there not be publick Walks, as well 
as private Gardens ? Why not pubr 
lick Librarys, as . well as private 
Education and Home-Tutors ? . But 
to prefcribe bounds to Fancy and 
Speculation, to regulate Mens Apr 
prehenlions and religious . Beliefs :or 
Tears, . to fupprefs by Violence the 
natural Paflion of Enthufiafm, or 
to endeavour to afcertain it> or re- 
duce it to one Species, or bring it 
under any one Modification, is in 
truth no better Senfe, nor deferves 
a better Character, . than what the 
Comedian declares of the like Pro- 
ject in the Affair of Love . 


D 2 
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■Nihilo pins agas 


Quam fi des operam ut cum ratione 
infantas. 


\ 


NOT only the Vifionarys and 
Enthufiafts of all kinds .were tole- 
rated, your Lordfhip knows, by 
the Antients : but on the other fide, 
Philofophy had as free a courfe, 
and was permitted as a Ballance a- 
gainft Superftition. And whilft 
fome Se&s, fuch as the Pythagorean 
and latter Platonic 4 , join'd in with 
the Superftition and Enthufiafm of 
the Times 3 the Epicurean , the Aca- 
demicka and others, were allow’d to 
ufe all the Force of Wit and Rail- 
lery againft it. And thus matters 
were ballanc’d 3 Reafon had fair 
Play 3 Learning and Science flou- 
rifli d. Wonderful was the Har- 
mony and Temper that arofe from 
all thefe Contrarietys. Thus Super- 
ftition and Enthufiafm were mildly 

’ treated ; 

« ! > V • J 
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treated 3 and being let alone, they 
never rag’d to that degree as to 
occafion Bloodshed, Wars, Perle- 
cutions and Devaluations in the 
World. But a new fort of Policy, 
which extends it felf to another 
World, and confiders the future 
Lives and Happinefs of Men rather 
than the prefent, has made us leap 
the Bounds of natural Humanity 3 
and out of a fupernatural Charity, 
has taught us the way of plaguing 
one another moft devoutly. It has 
rais’d an Antipathy which no tem- 
poral Interell cou’d ever do 5 and 
entail’d upon us a mutual Hatred 
to all Eternity. And now Uniformity 
in Opinion ( a hopeful Project 1 ) is 
look’d on. as the only Expedient 
againft this Evil. ■ The faving of 
Souls is now the Heroick PalTion of 
exalted Spirits 5 and is become in a 
manner the chief care of the Magi- 
lt rate, and the very end of Govern- 
ment it felf. I F 
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I F Magiftracy fhou’d vouchfafe to 
interpofe thus much in other Scien- 
ces, I am afraid we fhou’d have as 
bad Logick, as bad Mathematicks, 
and in every kind as bad Philofo- 
phv, as we often have Divinity,) in 
Countrys where a precife Ortho- 
doxy is fettled by Law* ’Tis a 
hard matter for a Government to 
fettle Wit. If it does but keep us 
fober and honeft, ’tis : likely we fhall 
have as much Ability; in sour Ipiri- 
tual; as in. our ‘ temporal "Affairs * 
and . if we can but ; be trufted, 
we Fhall have Wit enough to fave 
our , felves, when no prejudice lies 
in the way. But if -Honefty and 
Wit be inefficient for this faving 
Work,, ’tis in vain for the Magr- 
(Irate to meddle with it : (ince if 
he be ever fo vertuous or wife, he 
may be as foon miftaken as another 
Man. I. am fure the only way . to 
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fave Mens Senfe, or, prelerve Wit 
at all in the World, : is to give Li- 
berty to Wit. Now Wit can never 
have its Liberty, where the freedom 
of Raillery is taken away : For a- 
gainft ferious Extravagances and 

ID ZD ,* 

fpleenitick Humours there is no Re- 
medy but this. - 


W E have indeed full Power over 
all other Modifications of Spleen. 
We may treat other Enthufiafms as 
we pleafe. We may ridicule Love, 
or Gallantry, or Knight-Errantry to 
the utmoft 3 and we find, that in 
thefe latter Days of Wit, the Hu- 
mour of this kind, which was once 
fo prevalent, is pretty well declin’d. 
The Crufades, the refeuing of Holy 
Lands, and fuch devout Gallantrys 
are in lefs requeft than formerly : 
But if fomething of this militant 
Religion, fomething of this Soul- 
refeuing Spirit, and Saint-Errantry 
- - prevails 
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prevails ftill, we need not wonder, 
when we confider in how folemn a 
manner we treat this Diftemper, and 
how prepofteroufly we go about to 

cure Enthufialm. 

« •• 

I CAN hardly forbear fancying, 
that if we had but an Inquifition, or 
fome formal Court of Judicature, with 
grave Officers, and Judges, ere&ed to 
reft rain Poetical Licence, and in ge- 
neral to fupprefs that Fancy and Hu- 
mour of Verfification 5 but in particu- 
lar that moft extravagant Paflion of 
Love, as it is fet out by Poets, in its 
Heathenifh Drefs of Venus s and Cu- 
pid's 3 if the Poets, as Ringleaders j 
and Teachers of this Herefy, were 
under grievous Penaltys forbid to . 
enchant the People by their vein of 
Rhyming 3 and if the People, on 1 
the other fide, were under propor- 
tionable Penaltys forbid to hearken 
to any fuch Charm, or lend their 

Atten- 
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Attention to any Love-Tale, To 
much? as in a Play, a Novel, or a 
Ballad • we might perhaps fee a new 
Arcadia arifing out of this heavy Per- 
fecution : Old People and Young 
wou’d be feiz’d with a verfifying Spi- 
rit ; we (hon’d have Field- Conven- 
ticles of Lovers and Poets ; Forells 
wou’d be fill’d with romantick Shep- 
herds and. Shepherdeffes 5 and Rocks 
refound with ■ Ecchoes of Hymns 
and Praifes offer’d to the Powers of 
Love. "We might have’ a fair 
Chance by this means to bring back 
the whole Train of Heathen Gods,* 
and fet our cold Northern Ifland 
burning with as many Altars to Ve- 
nus and jipottoj' as formerly either 
Cyprus , * Delos, or any- of thofe war- 
mtr Gredm Climates. - -*' • * 


- ~ * i jl c 


’ B U T,: my Lord, you - may 
perhaps - ' wonder, that'' having- - been 
drawn into fuch i^t>ferious Subject as 

1 si 'l E Reli" 
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Religion, I fliou’d forget nyfof^f fo 
far as to give wav m Raillery and 
Humour. I muftown to you, my 
Lord, it. is not thro Chance merely, 
that it has thus happen’d; : To- fay 
Truth, I: care not jo much: is to 
think on .thisrSubje<$, much lefs to 
write on it, without endeavouring to 
put my felf in as good Humour as 
ispoflible. People indeed, who can 
endure no middle Temper^ but- are 
all Air and Humour, know little of 
the Doubts and Scruples of .Reli- 
gion, and are fafe .from any imme- 
diate Influence* of devout Melancho- 
ly otr Enthtifiafm 5 i . which requires 
more Deliberation and thoughtful 
Practice to fix it felf in a Temper, 
and. grow habitual. But be the Ha- 
bit what it will * - to deliver’d 
of it at fo fad a Coft as Inconfide- 
ratenefs, or ; Madnels,- i$I what I 
woifd never wilh to be> tny -Lot. 

I had jrather. ; ftand all. Adventures 

:IJ;T a with- 

• f *♦- 
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with ;l Religion, f than ' endeavour ' tio 
get rid of the Thoughts of it by 
Diverfioni All T contend for, 'H: to 
think of ' it in a right Humour and 
that this goes ntbte ' than half Way 
towards ' 1 thirikingv rightly of f; it,-- is 
what I fHall end'eaVour ii t6 ' demon- 



% * , *•« 1 i t 

J • *- t » 


j :v \Tr? 01 ;>n 

1 


. iiJifij / :l ' ; * r * 

'‘ .GOOD’ Hufnoiir is not only the 
beft Security againftTnthufiafm, but 
the beft-Toundattoii of Piety and 
ttud Religion ': For if right Thoughts 

D * ' * " D D 

arid 'Worthy Apprehenuons of the 
Supreme' Being, • are* rundamentai' to 
aU true Worfhip' and Adoration^ '"tis 
more than probable, that we {hall 
never mifcarry’ fn this - refpedf, but 
thro ill Humour only. Nothing but 
ill Humour, either natural or forc’d, 
eirt'bririg a Man to think that the 
W<Md- i£ govern’d by any devililli 
or ‘malicious Power. I very mudli 
qrieftion ; Whether anything,, befides 
= Ei .1) 
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ill Humout v can-hbe- the Caufe of 

' « * « V4 » « i * i A * - • ‘ * * ^ ^7 J; 

Atheifm : for there are '* fo many 
Arguments to perfuade a Man in 
Humour, that, , ( ;in the main, -» all 

- ** ^ ; c i -J * * * • % ^ a * , 

things are kindly and- well difpos’d, 
that one- wou’d . ; think; it . jimpoflible 
for him to be . fo r fir .out; of conceit 
with Affairs, as to imagine that .they 
all ran at Adventures, and that the 
World, as wife a Face as rit- carry cl, 
had neither Senfe nor Meaning in it. 
This however f am perluaded; of, 
that nothing but. ill Humour; can 

^ . O * * _» 1 * — _ 

give us dreadful or ill Thoughts of 
a Supreme Manager. Nothing can 
perfuade us of Sullennefs. or. Sour- 
nefs in fuch a Being, but the fore- 
feeling of fomewhat of this kind in 
our feives : and if we are rafraid of 

* * • • - « > i « X i. i 1 4 1 

bringing good Humour - r into Reli*» 
gion, or thinking with Freedom 
and Plealantnefs . on fuch aiS^e^t 
as God ; 'tis becaufe we: conceive 

J 4 A * \ + V ^ , a, A * I • J 

the Subject : fo like our felves,: and 

can 
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hardly have a Notion of Maje- 
ftyand Greacnefs without Statelinefs 
and Morofenefs accompanying it. 
This, however, is the juft Reverfe 
of :• that Character, 7 which we own 
to be moft divinely Good, when we, 
feete, « a& we fometimes' do, in Men 

♦ ** j — > 1 - • • •* — L . . ■> ■* * x * * -* 

of vc higheft ,{ Power among, us: If 

they . t pafs for /truly Good, we dare; 
treat them freely* . and are /fure they 
will not be difjpkas’d with this Li- 
berty. . They are doubly Gainers 
by 7 r ;hi$ Goodnefs of theirs : . For the 
more they are -fearch’d into and fa- 

< ij : 4 1 , ’ r j v iTr> ^ . - - 

miliariy examin’d, the: - moire their 
Worth . appears^ r; and the Difcove- 
rerj charm’d with ■ his ' Succefs, e£* 

*-» #*/' ‘ * • J . « 4 * M * ' ‘ ^ ~ / 

te^m^r and loves . more than ever,; 
when, he has ptov’d this additional 

* > *• 4 * * # •» J 1 ^ * a •» ^ w «• a * - v • 4 

Bounty in Superior, and., reflects 
onfjthat ipandor and Generofity he 
has . } experienc’d ,, :r Y our Lordfhip, 
fcnovf§ pfiorc .perhaps of this Myftery 
than # any one. r Mpw elfe ihou’d yotij 
.vi^isrn have 
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have been fo belov’d in Power,-' 1 ' and 
out j of P ower fo adher’d to,- ■ arid ftrff 

• ^ ^ m. * k . -% JT 

more 



f 


* * 
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V 

F r 


r THANK' Heaven ! 1 there 1 are 

* * . , * * 

even in our owri Acre feme fhcb Ex-* 

► L/ * " | 

amples; . In former Ages there <feaVe 
been : many fu'ch. ’■ We > have knowrif 
mighty Princes, and even Emperors’ 
of the World, who -eoud bea# titiP 
concernedly not only the 1 free 'Ceft* 
hire oP their • A&ioriis, but the -ri 
fpiteful ! Reproaches arid Galumhys,* 
even to their Faces 1 / * Some perhaps 
may wiflv there had ne¥er been luchf 
Examples found in Hfeathens - but 
more elpecially, ! that the occafion had 

never beeh given L hV l Ghriftiarisr 



^tFtoas more the Misfortune indeed'of 
Mankind* in* generalf !, thatt df GhriP 
tlans iii particular, - th&ffonde of 1 the 
earlier 1 Roman Emperor were fuelv 

* ... • • I’’ ^ _ 
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merely, 
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merely* but on all that were fiifpeo 
ted or W orth or V ertue. What cou’d 
have been a higher Honour or Ad- 
vantage to Chriftianity, than to be 
perfecuted by) a Nero ? * But better 
Princes, who came afterwards, were 
perfuaded to remit thefe fevere Cour- 
fes., ’Tistrue, the Magiftrate might 
poflibly have been furpriz’d with the 
newnefs of: a ' Notion, which he 
might pretend perhaps did not only 
deltroy the iSacrednefs of his Power, 
but treated him and all Men as pro- 
fane, impious and damn’d, who en- 
ter’d.. not into certain particular 
Modes of Worfhip, of Vvhich there 
had been formerly' fo many thou- 
fand kinds inftituted* all of ’em com* 
patible . anij. ibciable) till that time. 
However, fuch .'.was the Wifdom - of 
fome fucceeding Miniftrys* that the 
edge '.of Perfecution was .much aba- 
ted jr and even that Prince, who was 
efteem’d the> gfe^ceft Enemy '-of-' the 
iohiiij Chriftian 
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Chriftian Se<ft, and ; who himfelf 
had been . educated .in it, ..Was ’ ai 
great Reftrainer of Perfecution, and 
wou’d allow of nothing further 
than a Relumption of Church-Lands 
and publick Schools, without any 
attempt on the Goods or Perfons 
even of thofe who branded the State- 
Religion, and made a Merit of af- 
fronting the publick W orfhip. : • 


. /T IS well we have the Authority 
of a facred Author in. our Religion, 
to allure us that the Spirit of Love 
and Humanity, is above that of 
Martyrs. Otherwile one might be 
a little fcandaliz'd perhaps at the 
Hiftory of many of our primitive 
Confeflors and Martyrs, even -ac- 
cording to our own accounts. There 
is hardly now in the World fo good 
a Chriftian (if this be indeed ‘ the 
Mark of a good one) who if- he 
liv'd at- Gonftantinopk, ^ or’ ? elfewhere 
"j under 

^ ^ 
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under the Prdte&ion or the Turks, 

» l * I & 

Wou d think it fitting’ or decent to 
give any Difturbance to their Mofque- 
Worfhip. And as good Proteftants* 
my Lord, as you artd : f are, we 
fliOu’d think him little ' better than 
a rank Enthufiaft," who . out of ha- 
tred to the Rornifh Idolatry, : fhou’d 
in time of high Ma!s ’ (where’ Mafs 
Was by Law eftablifh’d) interrupt 
the Priefi: with glamors, Or fall 
foul on his Intagcs and Relicks * 

O 


• » 


( •* * » * 1 


T H E'R £ are fome, it feettisj 
of our- good Brethren, the French 
Proteftants, lately come among!! 
us, Who are mightily taken with 
this Primitive way. They have fet 
a-foot the Spirit of Martyrdom to 
a wonder in their: own Country 5 
and they long to be trying it. here* 
if we Will give ’em leave : that is 
to fay, if we will do ’em the favor 
to hang . or imprifon ’em f if* we 

F 
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will be fo ^ kind as to break their 
Bones .for 'em, after their Country 
fafhion, . blow up their Zeal, and 
flit a-frefh the . Coals of Perfecu- 
tion. But no fuch Grace can they 
yet obtain of us; So hard-hearted 
we are, that tho their own Mob are 
willing to beftow kind Blows upon 
'em, and ftone /em now and then 

in the Street? 5; rtho the Priefts of 

their own Nation wou’d gladly give 
’em their defied Difcipline, and are 
earneft to light their probationary 
Fires for ’em : We Englijb Men, who 
are . Mailers in our own Country, 
will not fuffer the Enthufiafts to be 
thus us’d. Nor can we be fuppos’d 
to ad thus in envy to their Phenix- 
Sed, which it feems has rifen out 
of the Flames, and wou d .grow to 
be a new Church by the fame man- 
ner of Propagation as the old one, 
whofe Seed was truly Paid to be 
from the Blood of the Martyrs. But 

how 
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how barbarous and more than nea- 
thenifhly cruel are we tolerating 
Englifk Men ! For not contented to 
deny thefe Prophelying Enthufiafts 
the Honor of a Perlecution, we 
have deliver’d ’em over to the 
cruelleft Contempt in the World. 

I am told they are at this time the 
Subject of a choice Droll or Pup- 
pet-Shew at . ‘Bartlemy-Fziv. There 
doubtlefs their ftrange Voices and 
involuntary Agitations are admira- 
bly well a&ed, by the Motion of 
Wires, and Infpiration of Pipes. 
For the Bodys or the Prophets, in 
their ftate of Prophecy, being not in 
their own power, but (as they fay 
themfelves) mere paflive Organs, ac- 
tuated by an exterior Force, have no- 
thing natural or refembling real Life 
in any of their Sounds or Motions : 
fo that how aukardly foever a Puppet- 
Shew may imitate other A&ions, j 
it mufl needs reprefent this Paflion' : 

F 1 to 
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to the life. And whilft ‘Bavtlemy* 
Fair is in pofleflion : of this Privi** 
lege, I dare ftand . Security to our 
Rational Church, that no Sed of 
Enthuflafts, no new Venders of Pro- 
phecy or Miracles, fhall ever get 
the ftart, or put her to the trouble 
pf trying her Strength with *em, ip 
any Cafe. 

* i • 

* 

HAPPY it was for Us, that 

V / v 

when Popery had . got . polTeilion, 
Smithfield was. us’d in a more tragicaj 
way. Many of our firfl Reformers, 
*tis fear’d, were little better than En- 

* / ' i ' 

thufiafts : and God knows whether 

1 * * m* 

a Warmth of this kind did , not con- 

J 3 * ‘t ' V . » f t > i * — 

|iderably help us in the throwing , off 
that ipiritual Tyranny. So .that ha4 
not the Priefts, as, is ufual,' prefer’d 
the Love of - Blood to all - other 

"T3 r * “ 7\ .• *r . *' * ’ » •> >- > • > * # * 

Balboas, they might in a merrier 
way perhaps have evaded the greateft 

fe? 4 P u f i Reforming Spirit. I, 

• " never 

t > f ’ \ ' 
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never heard that the antient Hea* 
thens were To well advis’d in their 
ill Purpofe of fiipprefling the Chrif. 
tian Religion in its firft Rife, as to 
make ufe of this ^Bart’lemy-Fiit 
Method. But this I am perfuaded 
of, that had the Truth of the Gof* 
pel been any way furmountable, 
they wou’d have bid much fairer 
for the (ilencing it, if they had 
chofe to bring our primitive Foun* 
ders upon the Stage in a pleafanter 
way than that of Bear-Skins and 

Pitch-Barrels. , 1 

« 

i ' 

A 

THE Jews were naturally a very 
cloudy People, and wou’d endure 
little Raillery in any things much 
lels in what belong’d to any Re- 
ligious Doctrines or Opinions. Re- 
ligion was look’d upon with a fal- 
len Eye $ and Hanging was the 
only . Remedy they cou’d prefcribe 
for any thing that look’d like fetting 

U P 
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tip a new Revelation. The fove- 
reign Argument was, Crucify , Crucify. 
But with all their Malice and Invete- 
racy to our Saviour, and his Apoftles 
after him, had they but taken the 
Fancy to a£fc fuch Puppet-Shews in 
his Contempt, as at this hour the Pa- 
pifts are a&ing in his Honor 5 I am 
apt to think they wou’d have done 
our Religion more harm, than bv 
all their other ways or Severity. 

I BELIEVE our great and 
learned Apoftle found lefs Advantage 
from the eafy- Treatment of his 
Athenian Antagonifts, than from the 
furly and curft Spirit of the moft 
>erfecuting JewiJJ? Citys. He made 
efs Improvement of the Candour 
and Civility of his {Roman Judges, 
than of the Z-eal of the Synagogue, . 
and Vehemence of his National 
Priefts. Tho when I confider this 
Apoftle as appearing either before 
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the witty Athenians , or before a (Ro- 
man Court- of Judicature, in the Pre- 
fence of their great Men and Ladys, 
and fee how hand fomly he accom- 
modates himfelf to the Apprehen- 
fions and Temper of thole politer 
People, I do not find that he 
declines the way of Wit or good 
Humor 5 but, without Sufpicion of 
his Caufe, is willing generoufly to 
commit it to this Proof, and try :ic 
againft the Sharpnefs of any Ridi- 
cule that, might be offer’d, u 

- . : i .. ' • ' - ' 

# • * » *. t* ^ 0 

.. BUT tho the Jews were never 
pleas’d to try their Wit or Malice this 
way againft our Saviour or his Apo- 
ftles $ the irreligious part of the 
Heathens had try’d it long before a- 
gainft the beft Do&rines and beft 
Chara&ers of Men that had ever 
Arifen amongft .’em. Nor did this 
prove in the end . any Injury, but on 
the^contrary the higheft ; Advantage 
v :: .... - to 
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to thofe very Chara&ers and Doc- 
trines, which having flood the proof, 
were found fo folia and juft. The 
divineft Man that had appear’d ever 
in the Heathen Worlds was in the 
height of witty Times, and by the 
wittieft of all Poets, moil abomina- 
bly ridicul’d, in a whole Comedy 
writ and a&ed on purpofe. But fa 
far was this from finking his Repud- 
iation, or fupprefling his Philofophy, 
that they both increas’d the more for 
it ; and he grew to be more the En- 
vy of other Teachers. He was not 
only contented to be ridicul’d $ - but 
that he might help the - Poet as much 
as poflible, he prefented himfelf open- 
ly: in; the Theater j that his real Fi- 
gure (which . was no advantageous 
One) might be compar’d with that 
which the witty Poet had brought as 
his Reprefentative on the Stage. Such 
was. his good Humor. Nor cou’d 
there be in the W oxld a greater T e£ 

■ . timony 
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timony of the - invincible Goodnefs 
of the Man, or a greater ' Demon 5 ' 
ftration that there was no Impofture 
either in his Character or Opinions. 
For Impofture is not apt to fear a 
grave Enemy* A folemn Attack, 
fhe knows, is not of fuch danger to 
her. . There is nothing fhe abhors or 

dreads like good Humor. 

' * * | f 
^ - r * I 

* • » 1 « »»■ « • * • A 

* te 4 

. TN fhort, my Lord, the melan- 
choly way of treating Religion is 
that which, according to my Appre- 
henfion, renders it fo tragical, and is 
the occafion of its a<5ting in reality 
fuch difmal Tragedy s' in the World. 
And my Notion is , f that provided we 
•treat Religion with good Manners, 
we can* never ufe too much good 
.Humor, or examine it With too 
much ; - Freedom - and Familiarity* 
Tot if it be-geniiihe and Imcere, it 
Will not only ftand the Proof, but 
and gaiil Advantage r 

G 
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hence : ' if it be lpurious, or mixt with 
any Impofture, it will be detected and 

expos’d, ; " * 

• * *» 

* „ > - . V 

, . »-•- m •* . . ^ 


THE melancholy way in which 
we have been taught Religion, makes 
us unapt to think of jt in good Hu* 
mor. ’Tis in Adverfity chiefly, or 
in ill Health, under Affli&ion, or 
Disturbance of Mind, or Difcom- 
pofure of. Temper, that we have 
chiefly re cotirfe tpjt.; Tho in rea- 
lity we are never, fo; unfit to think 

of it as at fuch' a dark hour.:.;: We 

* • * • 0 1 *■ " 

can never ; be fit to ^contemplate 
any thing above us, . "when we are 

in no Condition to look . into - our 

H ^ *■ * . ' -+ * - ' ' *■ 

felves, and calmly examine the Tem- 
per of; our own Mind and Paffions, 
For then it is we fee Wrath,., .and 

, . * *»».*.* — ■» f 

Fury, and Revenge,- .and Terrors in 
- the Deity i when we are full of Dik 
.turbances . and :Fears * .within, • : an*d 

•» 9 4 » 4 4* Jt CV 't 1 ■** # 

have, .by ., Sufferance and. Anxiety, 
’ v- » w loft 


V 
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loft To much of the natural Calm 
and Eafinefs of our T empers. 

JL 


# ** * •* 
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" W'E muft : not only be in ordi- 
nary good Humor, but in the beft 
of Humors, and in the fweeteft, 
kindeft Difpofition of our Lives, to 
underftand well what ? true Goodnefs 
is, and what thofe Attributes imply, 
which We afcribe with fuch Applaufe 
and Honor to the Deity. We fhall 
then be able to fee beft, whether 

thofe Forms of- Juftice, thofe De- 

_ • *'*, ' ‘ * _ _ • 

grees of Punifliment, ■ that T emper 
of Refentment, and thofe Meafures 
of Offence and ; Indignation, which 
we vulgarly fuppofe in God, are 
futable to thofe original Ideas of 
Goodnefs, which the fame Divine 

/ ’ * r 

Beingf ' or Nature under him, has 
implanted in' us, : and which we mult 
neeeflarily prefuppofe, in order to 
give -him -rraife or Honor in any 
kind.^; : -This, r!iy Lord, istheSe- 

G 2 curir 
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curity againft ail r Superftition t : l 7 ?of 
remember that ^ there js : nothing rifc 
God but what is Godlike 5 and that 
he is f either not , at-4ll r pr trul# <mk$w- 
feftljt Good. . But when we >are afraid 

to ufe pur Reafort , freely, , even on 
that very Queftion, > whetherhereally, 
be, or not 3 we then a<^uajly ; pre(i#ne 
him bad, and flatly , (Contra, di^itha-c 
pretended Chara&er \ of ppodnels 
and .Greatnels, wflilft we difljo^et 
this miftrufl: of flis,; Temper^ apd 
fear; his Anger) ;i and,. Refentment, 
in (the, cafe of thi$ feedorn pf.En- 

mJ. - {»..-• 

<jUjry* ; , ;>fjj si k* 

ME haver notable:. Jn&aae? of 
this Freedom in 1 one of Opr. 'Sacred 
Authors- As patient a§ Job faid 
to be, it cannot be deny’d- bur Re 
makes bold enough : with God f ; and 
takes his Providence roundly to task- 
flis, Friends, Yfs ,true,i pk&djhard 
with: him, and ; ufe J&U Arguments, 
tight or wrong, •• tp .patch ug.pbt 

"ons. 
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je&ions) and :jfet;_|he Af&jrsof Pro* 
vidence upon «p%. eguaj, , foot t'i j^They, 
make a Merit, or . ( faying 0 all the* 
Good they can of God, at the 
very Reafon, f arid 

- jqyilg 4^oyon4 j j it f! , j [ But. 
this, r |n ppmaon, 4s jBatecriqg 

§ p . 4 » fwtos. t mfapm* 

ey?n tyQcj&ig bjyha -And no wonder* 
for '-what Merit can there be in bet 

^ j X i vy - *■ T 4 £4 

lieyfng God or hisr Providence upptf 
frivolous : and weak grounds^; f Wfo# 
Vertiie jig affiftning an Opinion 00 % 
trary rfo .’^h^^ppearancp of Things 
and,| revolving; t$ } hea^iftbthing thag 
rn^y ibe fefJ ; againft -Excelled 
Character of, the, God of TViathjf 
that he fliog d r be offended at us, 
^ paving !jr|Wd the lye 

ypQty our Underftandings , as much 

$»dn.us lay 5 ar\d pleas’d with 

Uft fe having LMiev Ven- 

^nfE^^nd agaipfv ^ Reafotiylwhat 
Wght have \ 0 *. c gteateft half; 

1 ' hood 
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hood in f the wotld, ; for any thing 
\ve coud bring as a Proof or Evi- 
dence to r the contrary f ’ 


4 ; 


.J - 


* ; l T is impoffibie that any b>iit 
an ill-natur'd Man Can wifii againft 
the Being of a God : for r tnis «£ 
Wifhing againft the Publick; and 
even againft one's private Good too^' 
if rightly v underftood. But 1 if a 
Man has no fuch Ill-will -to ftifle 
his Beliefj he mufthave furely an 
unhappy Opinion of 1 God,* - and 
think him -not fo good by far as 
he 1 knows himfelf to be, if he ima- 
ges that an impartial Ufe of his 
k eafon, in any matter bf Specula- 
tion whatfoever, can make him run 
any risk hereafter 5; andfhat a mean 
Denial of his Reafon, : *and an Affec- 
tation of Belief in 'any point too 
hard for his Underftahding, can in- 
title him to any Favor jn another 
World. This is being Sycophants 

in 
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in Religion, mere Parafites of De- 
votion. ’Tis ufing God as the 
crafty Beggars ufe thofe they ad- 
drefs to, when they are ignorant of 
their Quality. The Novices a* 
mongft ’em may innocently come 
out perhaps with a Good Sir ! or a 
Good Forfooth ! But with the old 
Stagers, no matter who they meet 
in a Coach, *tis always Good your 
Honor ! or Good your Lordjhip ! or 
Tour Ladyfl>ip! For if there fhou’d 
be really a Lord, in the cafe 5 we 
fhou’d be undone (fay they) for 
want of giving the Title : But if 
the Party fhou’d be no Lord , there 
wou’d be no harm 5 it wou’d not 
be ill taken. 


AND thus it is in Religion. We 
are highly concern’d how to beg 
right 5 and think all depends up On 
hitting the Title , and making a good 
- guefs. - *.Tis the moft beggarly Re- 
fuge 


» -*T# 


•Bill 


l 

c 

f 

f 


$6 . V 2 ;A ; L JI ijjfTv'B R , ..... J 


.A**" 








a 

cc 


fuge , imaginable wm<?n is cryn yp 

as 4 -great 

Maxim with many able Men 3, “ Thai: 
“ they flbou d ftrive to have, Faith* 
“ and believe to the utmoft - bt*- 

t ’ . i 1 t ^ * w ^ •*.-> Ah 7 » r ,1 

capfe if after all there be nothing 

“ in the matter* there will : be 

u harm in being thus deceiv’d 3 but 
if there be any thing, it will bp 
fatal fot them not to have - be** 
“ liev ? d to the full. : But they are 
fo far riiiftaken, that whilft they 
have this Thought; ’tjs certain they 
can never believe either to their Sa- 

, j ^ V 1 * • 4 « * • — * V # «. 

tisfa&ion and Happinefs in this 
World, or with any advantage of 
Recommendation to another. For 
befides that our Reafon, which 

• * v 

knows the Cheat, will never reft 
thorowly fatisfy’d on fuch a bot- 
tom, but turn us often <a-drift, and 
tofs us in a Sea of Doubt and Per- 
plexity 3 we cannot but actually 
grow wprfe in our Religion, and 

enter- 
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entertain a worfe Opinion (till of a 
Supreme Deity, whilft our Belief is 
founded on fo injurious a Thought 
of him. 

t • 

% 

TO love the Publick, to ftudy 
univerfal Good, and to promote 
the Intereft of the whole World, 
as far as is in our power, is furely 
the Height of Goodnefs, and makes 
that Temper which we call Divine. 
In this T emper, my Lord (for fure- 
ly you fliou’d know it well) ’tis 

us to wifh that others 
fliou’d partake with us, by being 
convinc’d of the Sincerity of our 
Example. ’Tis natural for us to 
wifli our Merit fliou’d be known 5 
particularly if it be our fortune to 
have fervid a Nation as a good 
Minifter, or as fome Prince, or Fa- 
ther of a Country, to have ren- 
der’d happy a confiderable Part of 
Mankind under our Care. But if 

H ' iv 
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it happen'd, that of this number 
there Jhou d be fome fo ignorantly - 
bred, and of fo remote a Province, 
as to have been out of the hearing 
of our Name and Actions $ or 
hearing of ’em, fhou’d be. fo puz- 
zled with odd and contrary Storys 
told up and down concerning us, 
that they knew not what to think, 
whether there were really in. the 
world any fuch Perfon as our felf : 
Sh oil’d we not, in good- truth, be 
ridiculous to take . offence at this > 
And fhou’d we not pafs for extra- 
vagantly morofe and ill-humor’d, 
if inftead of treating the matter in 
Raillery, we fhou’d think in earneft 
of revenging our felves on the of- 
fending Party s, who out of their 
ruftick Ignorance, ill Judgment, 
or Incredulity, had detra&ed from 
our Renowm ? 

* HOW 
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HOW (hall we fay then? Does 
it really deferve Praife, to be thus 
concern’d about it ? Is the doing 
Good for Glory’s fake, fo divine a 
thing ? r Or is it not diviner, to 
do Good even where it may be 
thought inglorious, even to the In- 
grateful, and to thofe who are 
wholly infenfible of the Good they 
receive ? How .comes it then that 
what is fo divine in us, fihou’d 
lofe its Character in the Divine 
Being ? And that according as the 
Deity is reprefented to us, he fihoud 
more refemble the weak, womanifh, 
and impotent part of our Nature, than 

the generous, manly, and divine ? 

« 

ONE wou’d think, my Lord, 
it were no hard thing to know 
our own WeaknelTes at fir’ll: fight, 
and diftinguifli the Features of hu- 
man Frailty, with which' we are fo 

H 2 we 11 
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well acquainted. One wou’d think 
it were eafy to underftand that Pro- 
vocation and Offence, An ger, Re- 
venge, Jealoufy . in point of Honor 
or Power, Love of Fame, Glory, 
and the like, belong only to limited 
Beings, and are neceffarily excluded 
in a Being which is Perfedf and 
Univerfal.* But if we have never 
fettled with our felves any Notion 
of what is morally excellent $ or if 
we cannot truft to that Reafon 
which tells us, that nothing but 
what is Jo , can have place in the 
Deity 3 we can neither truft to any 
thing that others relate of him, or 
that himfelf reveals to us. We 
muft be fure firft, that he is good, 
and cannot deceive us. Without 
this there can be no real Religious 
Faith or Confidence. Now if there 
be really fomething previous to Re- 
velation, fome antecedent Demon- 
ftration of Reafori, to affine us 

that 
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that God and that he is fo good 
as not to deceive us j the fame Rea- 
fon, if we will trull to it, will 
prove to us that God is fo good, 
as to exceed the very beft of us in 
Goodnefs. And after this manner 
we can have no Dread or Sufpi- 
cion to render us uneafy : for it is 
Malice only, and not Goodnefs , that 
can make us afraid. 

9 

THERE is an odd way of 
Reafoning, but in certain Diftem- 
pers of Mind very fovereign to thofe 
who can apply it ; and it is this. 
u There can be no Malice but 
<c where Interefts are oppos’d. A 
<c univerfal Being , can have no In- 
u tereft oppofite ; and therefore 
<£ can have no Malice. If there be 
a general Mind, it can have no 
particular Intereft : But the general 
Good, or Good of the Whole, and 
its own private Good, mull needs 
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be one and the fame. It can in- 
tend nothing befides, nor aim at 
any thing beyond, nor be provok'd 
to any thing contrary. So that we 
have only to confider, whether 
there be fuch a thing as a Mind that 
has relation to the Whole , or not. For 
if there be no Mind, we may com- 
fort our felves however, that Na- 
ture has no Malice : If there be 

really a Mind, we may reft fatif- 
fy’d that it is the beft-natur’d one 
in the world. The laft Cafe one 
wou’d think fhou’d be the moft 
comfortable; and the Notion of a 
Common Parent, lefs frightful than 
that of forlorn Nature, and a fa- 
therlefs World. Tho, as Religion 
ftands amongft us, there are many 
good People who wou’d have left 
fear in being thus expos’d, and 
wou’d .be ealier perhaps in their 
Mind, if they were allur’d they had 
only mere Chance to truft -to. For 


no 
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no body trembles to think that * 
there fliou’d be no God j but that 
there Jhoud be one. But this wou’4 
be otherwife, if Deity were thought 
as kindly of as Humanity 5 and 
we cou’d be perfuaded to believe, 
that if there really was a God, the 
higheft Goodnefs muft of neceflity 
belong to him, witjiout any of thofe 
PefeCts of Pa® on, thofe Meanneffes 
and Imperfections which we ac- 
knowledg Tuch in our felves, which 
as good Men we .endeavour all we 
can to be fuperior to, . and which 
we find ,we .every day conquer as 
we grow better. , 

4 . 1 « . * . . » - * * f ' : . . . ; 
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: my Lord, k 

wou d be well for us, if before we 

afcended into the higher Regions 

of Divinity, we woud vouchfafe 

to aelcend a *> little into our felves 

arid beftow Lome poor thoughts 

ppon plain ! honeft Morals. When 

- v ‘ . i jU •. * 1 x* ... , ...r 
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we 
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we had once look’d into our felves, 
and diflinguifh’d well the nature of 
our own’ AffeCtions, we fhou d pro- 
bably be fitter Judges of the Di- 
vinenefs of a Character, and difcem 
better , what Affections were finable 
or unfutable to' a perfect Being, 
We might then underftand how to 
loVe, and prai/e y . when we had gain'd 
fome confident Motion of what 
was laudable' or loVely, \ Otherwife we 
might chance to do God little ho- 
nor, when we intended him the 
moft. For* ’tis hard to imagine 

♦ t * ♦ * ^ i L/ 

what Honor can arife to the Deity 
from the Praifes of Creatures, who 
are unable to difcern what is praife- 

• 1 « r X 

worthy or excellent in their own 
kind. 


IF a Mufician . were cry’d up to 
the skys by a Set of People who 
had no Ear in Mufick, he wou d 
furely be put to the blufh, and cou’d 

hardly. 
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* 

hardly, with a good Countenance, 
accept the Benevolence of his Audi- 
tors, till . they ' bad iequlr’d a< nidre 
Competent apprehenfion of him, and 
cou’d by their own fcnfes find out 
fomething, that ■ Was really goCd in 
his .'Performance.' i T ill this were 
brought' about^ there wou’d be lit-* 
tie Glory lii the Cafe j and the Mu*» 
fician, tho ever fa vain,* wou*d have 
little reafon to be Contented* r r • ! r 

> f \ » • , r 

5 t T ) ) •».,<)*/» \r > 

• • *+**** w% J| * - 4 w i 1 / ' * * 9 * /»,«/. 

THOSE Who : ? affe& Ptaife the 
mofty had rather hot be taken no-* 
tice -ofj than be impertinently ap- 
plauded. k I know not how it comes 
abowtf^ithat he who^is faid to do 
zoo&eW moft difintefeftedly, fhou’d 
>e "thought defirous of being prais’d 
fo • iavifhiy, and be 1 fuppos’d to 
fet fo high a- npot\ to cheap 
and low a thi vgaotant Com- 
mendation UQ & KppVauffe. 

IT 
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IT is not the fame with'. Good* 
nefs asr with other Qualitysj which 
we may underhand ; very well,', and 
yets hot: poflefs. v. We may have an 
excellent Ear in Mufick, ; without 
being able to perform in any kind. 
We may judg well of ’Poetry, with#! 
out being Poets, ..Or : poflefling the 
lead: of a Poetick 1 Vein. ■ > , But we 
can have, no tolerable Notion of 
Goodnefs, without being tolerably 
good. ! So that , if : the Praife of a 
Divine Being be fo great ;a part of 
his Worfhip, we fhou’d, methinks, 
learn Goodnefs.^ were it for nothing 
elfe n but that < we might learn . to 
praife : for the Praife ! of Goodnefs 
from an unfound hollow. Heart, 
muft certainly • make the greateft 
diffonance in the world. 

V ’ * - I 

« • ' 

' e * 

OTHER Reafons, my Lord, 
there are why this plain home-fpun 

Philo- 
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Philosophy, of looking into our 
felves, may do us wond'rous fer- 
vice, in rectifying our Errors in 
Religion. For there is a fort of 
Enthufiafm of fecond hand. And 
when Men find no Commotions in 
themfelves, no Tannic ^ that be- 
witches 'em, they are apt ftill, by 
the Teftimony of others, to be im- 
pos'd on, and led creduloufiy into 
the Belief of many falfe Miracles. 
And this Habit may make them of 
a very inconftant Faith, eafy to be 
carry’d away ' with every Wind of 
DoCtrine, and addicted to every 
upftart SeCt or Superftition. But 
the knowledg of our Paflions in their 
very Seeds, the meafuring well the 
Growth and Progrefs of Enthufiafm, 
and .the judging rightly of: its na- 
tural Force, and what command it 
has over our very Senfes, may teach 
us to oppofe more fuceefsfiilly thofe 
Delufions which come arm'd with 

I 2 the 
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the fpecious . pretext 1 of moral Cer- 
tainty, and Matter of . r l ;! 

THE new Prophefying Sedr, 
which I made mention of J above, 
pretend, it feems, among rnany o,- 
ther Miracles, to have had a moft 
fignal one, a£ted premeditately j and 
with warning, before many hun- 
dreds of People, who a&ually give 
Teftimony to the Truth of : it. T But 
I woud only ask,; whether there 
were prefent, amongft thofe hun- 
dreds, any one Perfon, who having 
never been of their Se<5t, or adr 
dialed -to their way, will give the 
fame Teftimony with them ? I 
muft not be contented to ask, whe- 
ther fuch a one had been wholly free 
of that particular Enthufiafm 5 but 
whether before that time he was 
efteem’d of fo found a Judgment, 
and clear a Head, as to be wholly 
free of Melancholy, and in all like- 
lihood 
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lihood in cabbie ,of , all Enthufiaftp 
befides. Fur otherwife, [ the fannid i 
rpay f have been caught $ the Evw 
dence of the^Senfes loft r r ,as in a 
Dre^m > and the Imagination fo in- 
flam’d, as ip a moment to have 
burnt up every ;; Partiple of,. ; Judg- 
jpept ana Reafon. The combufhr 
ble Matters lie prepar’d , within, and 
ready to take nre at a (park $ but 
chiefly in a Multitude feiz dwith that 
Spirit. No wonder if the Blaze ar 
rifes fo of a fudden 5 when innu r 
merable Eyes glow with the Paflion, 
and . heaving Breafts are laboring 
with Infpiration : When 5 not the 
Afped only, . but the very Breath 
and Exhalations of Men are infecr 
nous,' and the infpiring Difeafe im- 
parts it felf by infeplible . Tranfpi- 
ration. I am pot a Divine good 
enough to ref^i^ what Spirit that 
was which. & ?A fo catching ar 
mongft the - l?to^hets, that 

vk even 
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even the Profane Saul was taken by 
it. But I learn from Holy Scrip- 
ture, that l ; there was the evil, as 
well as the good Spirit of Prophecy. 
And I find by prefent Experience, 
as well . as : by all Hiftorys Sacred 
and Profane, that • the Operation of 
this Spirit is every where the fame, 
as to- the bodily Organs. 


A GENTLEMAN who has 

writ - lately* in defence of reviv'd 
Prophecy, and has fince fallen him- 
felf into the prophetick Extafys, 
tells us, that the antient Prophets 
had the Spirit of God upon them 
under Extafy, with divers ftrange 
Geftures ■ of Body denominating 
them Madmen (or Enthufiafts) as 
appears evidently, fays he, in the 
Inftances of (Balaam , Saul, I) ay id, 
Ezekiel, Daniel , See. And he pro- 
ceeds to juftify this by the Practice 
of the Apoftolick Times, and by 

the 
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the Regulation which the Apoftle 
himfelf applies to thefe . Seemingly 
irregular Gifts, To frequent and or- 
dinary (as our Author pretends) in 
the primitive Church, on the firfl 
rife, and fpreading of Chriftianity. 
But I leave it to him to tnake the 

• » f t 

Refemblance as well as he can be- 

% % * > * • * ( - . w 

tween his own and the Apoftolick 
way. I only know that the Symp- 
toms he defcribes, and which -him- 
felf (poor Gentleman!) labors "un- 
der, • are as Heathenifh as he can pof. 
fibiy pretend them to 'be Chriftian. 
And when I law him lately under 
an Agitation (as they calf it) uttering 
Prophecy in a pompous Latin: Stile, 
of ; which out of his;Extafy it feems 
he is wholly incapable 5 ic ? brought 
into my mind the Latin Poet's De- 
ffription of the Sybil ,- whole Agoriy$ 
were fo perfectly like thefe. ; . V: - ? . : ? 

* * * • 5 * . 
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2 f 1: : ’gdqne pretnmdtt^id vI'- V . • ? ! 
... ■({ cj^' ,r , ■. >;\i L."i<r. ' h c»k 

Whkh i$ ! ■ de very Stile of out ex* 

perienc’d .. Author. ' - the dri* 
“ Iplr’d (fays he) undergo a Pro- 
{ c : bit-ion, wherein the Spirit by fre- 

“ quertf: 
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“ quent Agitations /omi the Organs , 
“ ordinarily for < a Month or two 

“ before Utterance. 

, ‘ , . » - \ * • ; * " v • . . \ ' . ‘ * . 

. tl 1 • 

THE <%oman Hiftorian fpeaking 
of a moft horrible Enthufiafm that 
broke out in Rome long before his 
days,, defcribes- this Spirit of Pro- 
phecy 5 Vim, Velut mente capta , cum 
jaElatime fanatica corporis Vatic mart. 

Liv. 39. ' The deteftable Things 
that follow, I would not willingly 
tranfcribe : but the Senate’s mild De- 
cree in fo execrable a Cafe r I can’t 
omit (Copying 5 r being- fatisfy’d; that 
tho your Lordfhip has read jt be- 
fore now, you can read it again and 
•again with admiration : In reliquum 
deiride .(fays Livy) .S. C. cautum >.eft y 
iretli’.Si quit tale facrum folenne Cr 
neceffarium duceret , • nec fine Religione & 
(Piaculo fie id omittere pofife 5 apud Pr&- 
torem Urhanum profiteretur : (praetor Se- 
natum confident ? . Si ei perpufifium efifet , 

r 1 K ' cur" 
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cum m Senatu centum c non minus&ffmt, 
m r : ido facrum ‘ -facer et * dim -ne : plus 

r r • • /T - ~ r 

quinque Jacripcio interejjent^ c new Oqua 
pecunia communis , neu quis Magi per 
j.an?bruf% out SacerUos *Jfet~ Lii 1 
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cirfSO neceliary it; »j>s to give way 
to this Diftemper: of: Enthufiafrri, 
that , -even . that Philofopher (who 
.bent hthe whole Force W his Phi* 
1 ofopliy againft Superilition,. appears 
tcp : have : left room fforXihbnary 
Fancy, rand to have indire<My~Fole- 
irated Enthufiafm. For it is* hard to 
imagine that one - who 1 ha d fo tele 
■Riligiohs Faith as ■ Epicurus , ~ fhoffd 
JraveXo? vulgar, a Credulity a's to be- 
lieve xhofe account? * of Army$ : and 
Caitles; in thcAir-rand- fuch vifio^ 
nary Mynommd\ v Y et he# allows 
them ajnd then thinks to folve^em* 
b.y : b h EfftuVidy [ \and Aerial Hooking- 
-Giaffes., Iknd. I know (not what other 
Stuff :* which his Latin Poet however 

v V. V.% 4 
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fets off beautifully, as he does all. 


\ - 1 1 


; 

", • 4» ' 


Tfc * 9 


* ► r 


; A 
< * i\ 




— (Reruns: Simulacra^ [ tetf£ari : * : 

. • ’ JVUdtyj : ptodisimWc^fH cmBas mdique 

u v c:-£tfteis i 1 -'/ ._>f fN* 

3%ntfia 9 qu*. facile inter ft jufiguntur 

< l .hmrisy ; , 

/ Qkvia cUm Vemunt, itt aratteahrac* 
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- Cehtaum ttaque, ■&> Scyllarmn Menu 
-• ' bra tyidemusj : ’ 

’ •-* Qrber'eufque canum. facies, famdacra- 
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: . Quorum morte obita teUus ampleBitur 
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• > Omne genus qudniam pajjim: fimuiacra 
: : : dfermtur, ' : ' ’ - ' 1 

- JPartim fponte -fm qu* fimtt acre hi 
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< JPantim qu<e ^ VJs ah cttmqiie 
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’TWAS a fign that thisPhilofo- 
pher believ'd there was a good ftock 
of Vifionary Spirit originally in Hu- 
man Nature. He was fo fatisfy'd 
that Men were inclin'd to fee Vi lions, 
that rather than they fhou’d go 
without,- he chofe to make 'em to 
their hand. Tho he wou’d not al- 
low the Principles- vof Religion to 
be natural, he was forc’d tacitly, to 
allow there was. a wondrous Difpo- 
iition in Mankind towards fuperna- 
•tural Objects 3 and that if thefe Ideas 
were vain, they were yet in a man- 
ner innate, or fiich as Men were 
really born to, and cou’d hardly by 
any , means avoid. - From which 
Conceffion a Divine, methinks, 
might raife a good Argument againft 
him, for the Truth as well as the 
■ Ufeftdnefs of Religion, But fo it is : 
whether the matter of Apparition be 
true or falfe, the Symptoms are the 

fame. 
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fame, and the Patfion of equal force 
in the Perfon who is Vifion-ftruck. 
The Lymphatic t of the Latins ~ were 
the Nympholeptiof the Greeks. They 
were Perfons faid to have feen fome 
Species of Divinity, as either fome 
Rural Deity, or Nymph, which threw 
them into fuch Tranfports as over- 
came their : Reafon. The Extafys 
exprefs’d : themfelves outwardly in 
Quakings, Tremblings, Toflings of 
the Head and Limbs, Agitations ; and 
(as Livy calls them) Fanatical Throws 
or Convulfions, extemporary Prayer, 
Prophecy, Singing, and the like. 
All Nations have their Lymph aticks of 
fome 'kind or another 5 and all 
Churches (Heathen as well as Chrif- 
tian) have had their Complaints 
asainft Fanaticifm, 

D 

•» 

* r - - * *•»•»* 

. * *• * * 

. -ONE wou’d . think , the Antients 

- imagin’d this Difeafe had fome rela- 

■ tion to that which they call’d Hydro - 

phoby . 
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phoby. \r Whether the ancient Lywpha- 
ticks had any way like that of biting 
to communicate the . Rage of thjeir 
Diftemper, I can’t fo pofitively de- 
termine. But certain Fanaticks there 

have been fince the . time . of the An- 

\ ♦ 

tients, who have had a moft pros- 
perous Faculty of? communicating 
the Appetite of the Teeth. For .fince 
firft the Inappifli I Spirit ; got tip « in 
Religion, alf Sedts have been at it, 
as they fay, Tooth met ’Nail 5 and are 
never better pleas’d than in worrying 
one another without anerey*-*?. ; . 


■jinfjf 


> 




j * » -* 

, SO. far indeed the innocent kind 
of Fanaticifin extends it felf, that 
when the Party is ftnick by the Ap- 
parition, there follows- always an 
Itch of imparting it y. and kii 
the fame fire in other Breafts. 
thus Poets: are Fanaticks too;i 1 And 



thus Horace either is, i or feigns: him- 
felf ' Lymphatic U and ihews : what . an 

Eflfedl 
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EfFe& the Vifion of the 1 Nymphs and 
{ Bacchus had on him. * 


*■ * ■» t. J 4 J> # i 


.... ZBacckum in renbtis carmina' rupihus 
'rSfadi docentem^tredite ptfleriy 

NYMV HJSque dij ' 



£v<r i recenti mens trepidat metu, 
"tpienoqHe Baccbipe&ore turbidum 

LYM<P HATUX^ — as 

us reads : Od. 1 9. £. i. 



'■-■ 'NO, Poet (“as I ventur’d to fay 
at firft to your Lordlhip) can do 
any. thing great ' in his own way, 
without the Imagination or Suppo- 
sition of aDivine Prefence, "which 
may raife him to Tome degree of 
this Paflion we are (peaking oh Even 
the cold Lucretius makes ufe of In- 
fpiration,- when he writes againft it 5 
and js forc'd to raife an* Apparition 
erf* Nature n ■ a : DTvine : Eorm, : to 
animate and conduct him in : his very 
Work of- degrading Nature, and 

L -- • defpoilinr 
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defpoiling her of all .her feeming 
Wifdom and Divinity:., : .. 

Amo. Venus y ccdi fubter labentia fegna 
Qua mm mVigerumy qua term frugi 
ferenteis' 

*• " " mT % ' J 

Concelebras 


- « V 


. 11 . , - rV : : \ \ . .. . . 

Qua quoniam rerum naturam fola gu - 
. bernas , ■ , - v-\ c ' t 

» . I . * H i 1 , • v.1 

Ixec fine te quidquam : dm , in luminis 
oras 

- - Exoritur, neque ft rhetum, neque ama- 
bile quidquam j * ; , , ^ , 

. fie Jocidm fudeo Jcribundis Verfbus 

•••• ty*t) r * r * • ; :r( • u 

Quos Ego. de .rerum. natura fangere 

conor : •••„.. 

# * ' . . I , ) l 

MemmiadA no fro. LucrenL.?! 

A , ^ v ^ * 4 A 9 * i A. ClA JTl J 

» 

• ' • , « ' • \ ‘ 

. THE only thing I wou’d infer 
from all this is, that Enthufaftn is 
wonderfully powerful and extenfivej 
that it is a matter of .nice Judg- 
ment, and the hardeft thing in the 

world 
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world to know fully and diftin&ly $ 
fince even Atheifm is not exempt 
from it. For, as fome have well 
'remark’d, there have been Enthu- 
fiaftical Atheills, Nor can Divine 
Inlpiration, by its outward Marks, 
be ealily diftinguifh’d from it. For 
Infpiration is a real feeling of the 
Divine Prefence, and Enthufiafm a, 
falfe one. But the Paflion they raife 
is much alike. For when the Mind 
is taken up in Yifion, and fixes its 
view either bn any real Object, or 
mere Spe&re of Divinity 5 when it 
fees, or thinks it fees any thing pro#* 
digious, and more than^ human 5 its 
Horror, Delight, Confufion, Fear, 
Admiration, or whatever Paflion be? 
longs to it, or is uppermoft on thi§ 
occafion, will have fomething vaft, 

. immune, and (as Painters fay) beyond 
Life. And this is what gave opca? 
fion to the name of Fanaticifm , as it 
’d by the Antients in its . psi- 
* If ginal 
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ginal Senfe, for an Apparition tranE 

porting the Mind. 

* . # 

. . 

SOMETHING, there will be * 
of Extravagance and Fury, when the i 
Ideas or Images receiv’d are too big 
for the narrow human Velfel to con- 
tain. So that Infpiration may be 
juflly call’d Divine Enthufiafm : For 
the Word it felf fignifies Divine Pre- 
fence, and was made ufe of by the i 
Philofopher whom the earlieft ChriE 
tian Fathers call’d Divine, to exprefs 
whatever v’as fublime in human PaE 
lions. This w r as the Spirit he allot- 
ted to Heroes, Statesmen, Poets, 
Orators, Muficians, and even Phi- 
lofophers themfelves. Nor can we, 
of our own accord, forbear afcri- 
bing to a noble Enthufiafm, what- 
ever is greatly perform’d in any of 
thefe w r ays f So that we all of us 
know fomething of this Principle, 
But to know it as we ihou’d do, and 

^ • i ♦ * i J 

difcerq 
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difeern it in its feveral kinds, both in 
our felves, and others ; this is the 
great Work, and by this means alone 
we can hope to avoid Delufion. For 
to judg the Spirits whether they are of 
God, we muft firft judg our own Spirit - 
whether it be oi<%eafon, and jfounJ 
Senje 3 whether it be fit to judg at all, 
by being fedate, cool, and impar- 
tial 5 free of every byafling Pa/Tion 
every giddy Vapor, or melanchol^ 
Fume. This is the firft Knowledg 
and previous Judgment : to under- 
and our fehes , and know what Spirit 
we are of. Afterwards we may judg 
the Spirit in others, confider what 
* e V? , fonal Me* and prove 

u °r , their Teftimony by 

the Solidity of their Brain. By this 

means we may prepare our felves 

&fm f °T a An / id ° te , a S ainft Enthu- 

iialm. And this is what I have dar’d 
affirm is beft perform’d by keeping 
F 9 Good fiumor. For otherwife the 

Remedy 
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Remedy . it. felf may turn to the 

-•-L •{%.#*'*€ • 

Diieale, , • * . . . 
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AND now, my Lord, having 
after all,, in .fome. meafure,; juftify 3 
Enthufuifws .and 'own’d the Word «' if 

* J + * 3 \ % 1 * if*' 

I appear extravagant, in addrefling 
to you after the manner I have done ? 
you mult allow me to plead an lmr 
pulfe* . You muft. fuppofe me .. (as 
with truth you may) moft palfio- 
nately yours - 3 and .with that K ind- 
ue fs which is natural to you on other 
occafions, you mufl tolerate your 
Enthufiaftick Friend,, who excepting 
Only in the cafe of this over-forward 
Zeal, can never but appear, - with 

the higheft Refpedt, . . : . 

’ * < 

: • • My L0%T), • . ; 

- " . ► 

* • * _ • 

Your Lordjbips mojl Faithful . 


* * 

’ 7 and . viofl Obedient 
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. Humble Servant*. 
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